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I rise to pay tribute to that kind of
determination. As we proceed to debate
the American rescue package, I want
the Members, my friends on the other
side of the aisle, to recognize that elec-
tions count, that people are looking for
us to stare down the devastation of
COVID-19, the devastation of poverty,
and the devastation of lack of jobs.

They are looking for diversity in
terms of vaccinations, reaching out to
neighborhoods. They are looking for
the child tax credit, the earned income
tax credit, and that is because John
Lewis stood tall for the 1965 Voting
Rights Act.

In fact, after that Bloody Sunday,
President Johnson rose to this podium
and said: ‘I speak tonight for the dig-
nity of man and the destiny of democ-
racy. . . . At times, history and fate
meet at a single time in a single place
to shape a turning point in man’s
unending search for freedom. So it was
at Lexington and Concord. So it was a
century ago at Appomattox. So it was
last week in Selma, Alabama.”

So when we debate, I want us to be
reminded that people died for the Vot-
ing Rights Act because elections count:
people like Jimmie Lee Jackson, who
was shot by a State trooper in Marion,
Alabama, after a peaceful rally to vote;
women like Viola Liuzzo, a Detroit
housewife who was driving people back
and forth between Montgomery and
Selma. She, a mother of 5, was shot to
death.

So today I rise to emphasize that
Bloody Sunday is not just Bloody Sun-
day. It is a continuation of the fight
for justice and the fight for voting
rights. It is what we will do tomorrow.
It is the PRO Act. It is the Violence
Against Women Act. It is the vote for
the American rescue package that does
not disallow the fact that all Ameri-
cans, those impoverished, those who
have lost loved omnes to COVID-19,
those teachers who want to get in the
classroom and teach. All of this will be
part of the American rescue package.

Thank you, John Lewis, for begin-
ning to tell us what America should be
and what America can be. It is because
of that kind of strength that we are
here today. To John Lewis, we commit
to you to pass H.R. 1 in the Senate, to
pass the Voting Rights Act enhance-
ment number four, after Shelby, Ala-
bama, destroyed and undermined the
very strength of the Voting Rights Act.
Because we would not be here today;
we would not have the opportunity to
have the American rescue package; we
would not have the opportunity to
have the Violence Against Women Act;
we would not have the opportunity to
have the George Floyd Justice in Polic-
ing Act, whose family was here last
week when we debated it, if we did not
have the right to vote.

So it is my belief today that, as we
go into this debate, as we go into the
rest of the week, as we vote for the uni-
versal background checks and the
Charleston, South Carolina, closing the
loophole, it is not a frivolous authority

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

or power that we utilize. It is because
people were willing to be beaten and to
be almost Kkilled, but certainly un-
bowed, as Shirley Chisholm said, for
the precious right to vote.

Bloody Sunday may be one day,
March 7, but all the years that I have
gone and crossed the Edmund Pettus
Bridge, chosen to highlight a Confed-
erate segregationist, but we turned
that lemon into lemonade. When thou-
sands and thousands and thousands
every year marched across that Ed-
mund Pettus Bridge, we weren’'t
marching for segregation, we weren’t
marching for the violence that was per-
petrated against the foot soldiers year
after year. We were marching for free-
dom and the right to vote.

So this right to vote will be exercised
on the floor of the House this week. I
ask and beg my colleagues to join us in
what is good. Join us in the American
rescue package. Join us in the PRO
Act. Join us in the universal back-
ground checks. Join us in closing the
Charleston loophole. Join us next week
in the Violence Against Women Act.
Join us to make America the country
of John Robert Lewis, standing for
what is good.

Madam Speaker, I know we will do
good and get into good trouble.

—————

A QUESTION OF LIFE AND DEATH
IN TEXAS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. GREEN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, and still I rise, a proud, liberated
Democrat unbought and unbossed.

I rise today to address the question
of life and death, the question associ-
ated with the Governor of the State of
Texas indicating that on tomorrow
people may go out into the public and
to public venues without a mask. He is
leaving it to the public to make deci-
sions associated with life and death.
Life and death in Texas because the 7-
day average for hospitalizations is
6,000. The number of people that died
on last Sunday was 65. Life and death.
And he leaves it in the hands of people
who may somehow believe that he is
risking his life. Not so. Not to the ex-
tent that the public will be, those who
haven’t been vaccinated because on De-
cember 22 of last year the Governor
was vaccinated.

The Governor has resources. If by
chance he should contract the virus,
the Governor will have access to the
finest medical care in the world. The
Governor will get to the hospital expe-
ditiously either by some car that will
have some officer driving at a high rate
of speed because the road will be
cleared for him or he will pursue his
needs by way of helicopter. The Gov-
ernor has resources.

Better example. The former Presi-
dent, who called the virus a hoax, when
he contracted the virus, he went to the
finest medical center, received the fin-
est medical care, and he survived.
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His friend, who attended one of his
rallies and 9 days later contracted the
virus, died. This is a matter of life and
death. The virus has not dissipated. It
has not gone away.

So to the people of Texas, I love you,
but I say this to you: If you don’t have
the resources that the Governor has, if
you don’t have a helicopter, if you
don’t have access to the best medical
care in the world, if you don’t have a
doctor that will be waiting on you
when you get to the hospital, if you
have to go to the emergency room—the
Governor won’t go to the emergency
room, he will bypass that.

So if you can bypass the emergency
room and you can have the finest med-
ical care in the world, maybe you
should consider going into public
venues without a mask. But if not, re-
member, it is a question of life and
death, and the life you save may very
well be your own.

————
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PANDEMIC HELP AND TESTING
FOR CHILDREN AND THEIR FAM-
ILIES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Washington (Ms. SCHRIER) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. SCHRIER. Madam Speaker, I am
so proud of the wins in the American
Rescue Plan, and in particular with
what this means for America’s chil-
dren. As a pediatrician, my life’s work
has been the health and the wellbeing
of children.

This pandemic has been particularly
hard for children and families. The
most important thing we can do to
bring relief to our communities is to
end the pandemic. This means getting
shots into as many arms as possible as
quickly as we can. It also means taking
steps now to ensure that when children
return to the classroom, our schools
and our small businesses can stay safe
and stay open.

Testing is key to keeping our schools
and workplaces safe. And, frankly, we
have not used testing in a way that sig-
nificantly curbs the spread of this dis-
ease. Rapid home testing, in particular,
is a critical public health tool that we
have yet to really deploy. And there is
funding in the American rescue pack-
age to support more strategic wide-
spread testing.

Rapid tests can give results in about
15 minutes, and they can be done at
home. Imagine testing in the morning
before brushing your teeth. By the
time you are done with breakfast you
would have a result. If positive, you
would stay home and avoid spreading
coronavirus to others. This is how we
break the chain of transmission and
starve the virus. What we need now is
to get these tests evaluated, approved,
scaled up and priced such that every-
one can use them two to three times a
week. Frequent testing means you will
catch infections early while people are
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